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Congratuiates Boys
on "Good Job."

CGC boys, developing she Savamnah River Wildlife Refuge in Ohatham Couaty,
Georgia and Jasper and Be-ufort Counties, Suth Carolina, are making an invaluable
contridution to the national wildlife resteration program, says Dr., Ira N, Gabriel-
son, Ghief of the U. 8, Biological Survey. His congratulations %o She camp person-
nel came on the fifAh anniversary of the 0OCC,

The Savanmah River cemwp is Joimimg others throughout the natiom this week
(Maroh 31 to April 5) in celedrating the anaiversary and invites the pudlic tn
visit the camp during aa "open house” celebration (insert date) to ses the pregress
being made at this Georgis-South Oarelina wildlife refuge. Here the COC doys,
under the direction of the Melegheal Survey, sre working to impreve the refuge
as tﬁcy ars in 31 other camps over the United States. They are making the refugm
sasier to administer and more atirasiive ¢o wildlife.

"GOC voys," says Dr. Gabrielson, "are. familiar figures in many localities.
The public by becoming acquainted witn them and their work, can ses the benefisial
effect camp training has in preparing Yoys for good eitizenship. I% aleo learns
of their comtridutions te the wildlife program.”

The Samnah River Refuze, extending alonz the Savannsh River a few miles
above the city of that M, lies pardly in Jeorgia and partly in South Carolins.
An area of lew wooded islands snd abandoned riee fields eut with canmals and intem
socted by two chamnels of the river, it is an important ssactuary for waterfowl.
Eetablished April 6, 1927, this area. containing 12,195 acres, lies directly on

conatal migration paths.

CCC beys began work here March 17, 1935 and have been impreving the
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naturally attractive features of the rofuge. They have gonstructed an abundence
of parmanent pools excavating 183,390 cudic yards of material in buildiag dikes,
levess and jetties, Sections of the area, vhere the ansual grewth of waterfewl
foad is faverable, have besn improved and 9% acres have heen vlanted o food sad
cever.

A lookout tower, water control structures, 5.3 miles of telephone line and
boundiary markers have increassd the adminietration facilities.

The Savannsh River Refuge 18 an important nesting area for wood dusks.
Mallsrds, black dusks and piatai]l are commen migrants snd woodoock and Wilsom's
snipe frequent it. In one year 10,000 wosduek and 10,700 blue-winged Seal
ware saen at this sanctuary at one time.

One of the finest wild turkey arsas ia the south, the Savannah River Refuge
is a nesting ground for gallinules and rails. Since 1t lies just in fyrom the
Adlanthe Coast, it is a popular resting place for ve.terfowl that travel the eastern
flyway. The CCC boys are making {t more hospitable te plantlife that will suppert
the hordes of migratory waterfowl that stop here both in the spring aad fall.

*The accomplighments at the Sevannsh River defuge,” says Dr. Gabrielees,
fhelyp te make it mn adequate and attractive area for waterfowl and other wildlife.
The camp's work will serve as a lasting monument to6 the GCC. TFive years age whem
our wildlife resources, espesially waterfowl, wers in serious danger, the Biolggioal
furvey had a restoration program. The means and the man power to earry it out
were lacking. Then emergency fuands for buying refuge areas bYecame available.
About tha same time CCC help was obtained for dovelopment work. This was indeed
a happy coincidence as the accomplishments on record today wsre only dreamed of

five years age."



